
Bellarine Bayside, your local foreshore manager, is responsible for the 
management of 24km of foreshore and Crown asset infrastructure 
between Point Richards and Edwards Point. We operate Portarlington 
Seaside Resort and five seasonal foreshore camping reserves at 
Indented Head and St Leonards, as well as Parks Hall Community 
Centre & Indented Head Boat Club Hall.

Summer Camping
The temperature heats up as most of the 
school holiday campers head home, but 
WOW! What a summer!  Campers have 
once again flocked to the foreshore camping 
reserves of the Northern Bellarine. The 
camping reserves at Portarlington, Indented 
Head and St Leonards have never been 
busier than over the past month, with record 
breaking occupancy.  

So what does this mean for 
the foreshore? 
Access: It means that more Victorians 
have accessed the region, its beaches, local 
businesses and attractions.  These visitors 
to the coast have the opportunity to share 
in the intrinsic values of the Crown land 
foreshore, the coast and the waters of Port 
Philip - sharing it with local residents.

Enjoyment: It means that more Victorians 

have taken a break from their normal work 
schedule, had some time to relax and 
recharge their batteries, reduce their stress 
and bond with their families and friends.

Appreciation of the coast:  It means that 
more Victorians have walked the beaches, 
rambled the rock-pools and strolled the 
pathways.  It may have opened their eyes 
to some of the effects of global warming, 
climate change and mean sea level rise, 
highlighted some of the many challenges of 
coastal communities and the pressures of 
development on the coast.

Economic: It means that more Victorians 
have paid camping fees to our committee 
for their camping experience that in turn 
pays for all other work that Bellarine Bayside 
does along the coast for the year. They pay 
the wages of 24 full time local staff and the 
casual summer jobs for people employed 
by Bellarine Bayside. They pay the bills of 

the many contractors that are engaged to 
service the coast, from mowing the grass to 
emptying waste collection bins and cleaning 
the 29 toilet blocks. They pay for future 
upgrades and maintenance to the camping 
reserves.  They pay for the redevelopment 
and ongoing maintenance of the boat 
ramps, the community halls, the foreshore 
walking and cycle trails, the playgrounds 
and free BBQ’s, the tree maintenance, the 
beach cleaning, the provision of public 
amenities, car parks and roads. They pay for 
coastal planning, aboriginal cultural heritage 
management, occupational health and 
safety, public liability, reports, appraisals, 
surveys and studies.

These same Victorians contribute to 
local enterprise, supporting the township 
businesses and adding to the regions 
economy. Their contribution to the 
local economy is vast and the economic 
multiplying impact massive.

So, next time you enjoy our foreshore – 
Thank a camper !

Mercurio’s Menu visits The 
Bellarine 
Paul Mercurio and his filming crew have 
returned to the Bellarine Peninsula after 
the huge success of their first TV series 
‘Mercurio’s Menu’ to once again showcase 
the region as a destination for the second 
series commencing this February. In the 
second series Paul is going back to his grass 

roots on the Bellarine and hunting down the 
amazing variety of locally available food and 
beverage delicacies. 

A lot of local characters will be profiled in 
the show, so keep an eye out for the episode 
that should go to air sometime in May.

Community Sponsorships
This month Bellarine Bayside has sponsored 
the following community groups:

•  �Portarlington Community Association
�•  Greek Elderly Club of the Bellarine
•  Portarlington Walking Group
•  Portarlington Primary School
•  Croation Democratic Union
•  Portarlington Mussel Festival.

Tim Page-Walker 
Chief Executive Officer
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